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in a few minutes, dissolve so much of the copper as to stain the panel 
blue: stale urine itself has a like effect in an inferior degree ; and a 
solution of crude sal-ammoniac, applied in the same manner, produces 
a greenish stain. 

(to BE COStTlXCED. ) 


Ori the liability of the English Silks and Cottons to become faded $ 
and 0)i the superiority of the Silks of France and the Cottons of Indict 
in that respect. By Mr. Thomas Axlsop. 

Madras, Sept 5 , 1825. 

Sir —Among the. queries submitted in my letter to you of the 28th 
September last, was one, requesting to know “ why English silks or 
satins do not retain their colour, or whiteness, so long as those of 
French manufacture r” I believe the cause cannot reasonably be 
attributed to the change of climate, as in that, case 1 think it should 
equally ailed both:—but that of French manufacture will be found 
as perfectly fit for use, after a period of twelve or fifteen months, as 
when first imported : while the English silks, or satins, (particularly 
•tvhit.ed) v, ill have so completely changed as to be rendered useless for 
any article ol ilcess, &e. The white will have assumed an unsightly 
yellow tinge, amt those coloured will he found to have faded consi¬ 
derably. Although L have no pretension to any great knowledge of 
chemical science, 1 am led to imagine, that the fault originates, in a 
great measure, from the method used in extracting the varanU or 
gum, from the raw silk; and perhaps, also, from some slight inatten¬ 
tion in the. process of bleaching it afterwards. 1 think it will be rea¬ 
dily acknowledged, by even the mast profound chemists, that any ar¬ 
ticle, particularly so delicate a one as silk, must, suffer, either more 
or less, by exposure to the action of sulphurous acid gas, or immersion 
in acid, according to the degree of strength or purity of the ingre¬ 
dient used, as well as by the length of time the article is submitted 
to the action of the gas, or remains in the acid. It is, however, for 
those who are better qualified in this useful science to determine this 
material point. 

The silks manufactured here are all of an imperfect white, but 1 
believe last much longer than the English or French. The coloured 
silks are scarcely inferior, and stand as well as the best 1 have evei 
seen. The scarlet, purple, orange, and other coloured silk shawls, 
from Bangalore, are really beautiful, and the colours permanently 
fixed : their colours, mordants, apparatus, and processes altogether, 
are simple ami cheap: their knowledge of chemistry but very con¬ 
tracted. Still, with all these apparent disadvantages, they produce 
articles vying in point of quality and texture even with the most re¬ 
fined nations in the universe. 

it is also worthy of remark, that the English long-cloths, muslins, ja- 
ronnets, &c. never retain tlieir original whiteness for any length of time, 
but assume a vellow tinge, like the silks and satins above mentioned ; 
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nor do they regain it. by any process of washing. Some pieces, alter ?■ 
tew washings, are full of small holes, ami it is an incontestdde tact, 
that one piece of good Northward So Penijum, will wear out three 
pieces of the best English long cloth. No deletwious ingredient is 
vised by the natives to give their cloths an artificial _ whii eness—n« 
chemical process is used by them. The, cloths are delivered from the 
loom in their original state, dirty and brown; but: when returned from 
the washerman, or vunha. are as white as snow. Ihe only advan¬ 
tage then, is, (if it maybe called an advantage,) that the English 
cloths are much cheaper, anil upon minute examination the threads 
will be found of a more even texture, and more regular, than those 
of tin’s country. These are certainly advantages; and if some little 
at t ention were to be paid to the usual mode, of bleaching, by expung¬ 
ing 1,he articles likely to tinge or corrode the cloths, there is no doubt, 
hut that English cottons and linen will be of much greater considera¬ 
tion, and in more request, than they are at present. 

I do not know how far 1 am correct in remarking, that I consider 
the mode in which the bales of cotton for exportation are generally 
packed, may in some, measure, account for the evils above mention¬ 
ed. I have seen them, and indeed, it. is the general custom to com¬ 
press a considerable quantity of cotton into a very small compass. 
This is cll'ected by means of strong massive iron frames, and power¬ 
ful screws of the like metal ; so that, when the cotton is removed, for 
the purpose of being packed in gunnies, &c- it is found to be almost 
a solid mass. Although much space may be saved thereby, on ship¬ 
board, and consequently freight money, I should imagine that the 
cotton must be in some way injured. If (his be really the case, and 
1 have but little doubt myself but it is, the natives here have decided¬ 
ly a very material and obvious advantage in the manufacture of cloths. 

I could say much more upon this subject, but it. would be a further 
digression from the intention with which 1 commenced this letter. 
I shall therefore briefly state, that my motive for submitting the ques¬ 
tion alluded to in the first paragraph, originated from the circum¬ 
stance of. my having purchaser!, about eight: or ten months previous 
to the date of the above letter, a roll of white satin, and after suck 
quantity as was immediately required had been cut off, (which was 
only a few yards,) the remainder was carefully put by for a future 
occasion, which however did not occur until about the time mention¬ 
ed, when I found the colour had changed to a dirty yellow. Tire 
silk was rendered completely useless ! 

I hope that the queries in" my last will meet the attention of some 
of your valuable and scientific correspondents, who may favour me 
with the required information. 

Accept my best thanks for your prompt attention to my commmii 
cations, and believe me to remain, 

Sir, yours truly. 

To T . G i jl Ksq. 


Thomas Allsoc 
VTech, Rep, 



